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EDITORIAL 


Believe It Or Not? 


The First Edition of Calvin’s Institutes has never 
been published in Calvinistic North America but 
was published in 1936—the 400th anniversary of 
the original publication—in Latin South America. 
It has never been translated into English, but it was 
translated into Spanish. It has never been translated 
by one of the numerous Presbyterian scholars. It 
was translated by a converted Roman Catholic 
priest and edited by a Methodist professor— 
Facultad Evangelica de Theologia, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina—Professor H. Foster Stockwell. The 
same professor is now busy working out a critical 
edition of the definitive form of Calvin’s Institutes 
and expects to present this work before the 400th 
anniversary of its publication, which was in 1559. 


Calvin’s second earliest publication, summarizing 
the faith, was his French Instruction in Faith, 
published in 1537. This has not been translated 
into English by a professor in a Presbyterian The- 
logical Seminary, but a fine critical edition has 
just appeared from Professor Paul G. Fuhrmann, 
of the Methodist Gammon Theological Seminary. 


The study of Calvin in the course in the History 
of Doctrine at the Methodist Theological Depart- 
ment in Emory University in 1949 was not pre- 
sented by a Methodist professor, but at the invita- 
tion of Dr. W. R. Cannon, by Dr. William C. Robin- 
son, of the Presbyterian Columbia Theological 
Seminary. The theology of Augustine was not 
studied at this Candler School of Theology under a 
Methodist professor but under the same Presby- 
terian professor. Though the students came de- 
termined to reject Calvin’s double predestination, 
they stayed to consider seriously Augustine’s triple 
predestination—i.e. (1) as providence, (2) as 
election, and (3) as preterition. All three aspects 
of God’s purpose were seen in the light of Jesus 
Christ, the Alpha and Omega of our faith. 


All of these things are indicative of God’s 
Sovereignty in the selection of His particular 
instruments for the propagation of His saving truth. 
“God moves in mysterious ways His wonders to 
perform,” — J. R. R. 


As Others See Our 
Paramount Issue 


An editorial, marked by unusual discernment, 
appeared in The Witness (a splendid Christian 
magazine published for the family), October 1, 
1949. It is entitled “Modernist Strategy.” It will 
be of interest to our readers, so we reproduce it to 
show that those who are out of our Church have 
clearer insight into conditions affecting us than 
many within our own denomination. 


“*You can catch more flies with honey than with 
vinegar,’ is an old maxim. No one practices this 
better than the Modernist. The tranquility of 
recent General Assemblies of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. demonstrates it. The Modern- 
ists have been careful not to stir up the Conserva- 
tives by bald attacks upon truths the latter hold 
dear. Having won control of the church, they are 
carrying out the mopping-up operation against the 
Fundamentalists with a campaign of sweetness and 
light. Bible-believing ministers still in that de- 
nomination are assured they may continue to preach 
according to their convictions without being 
molested. 


“The strategy is simple. With the control of the 
seminaries, the periodicals, and all of the agencies 
of the church in Modernist hands, it is only a matter 
of time before the relatively few remaining Funda- 
mentalist ministers die off. 


“In the Southern Church the strategy is a bit 
different. There is a strong group of Conserva- 
tives, led by The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
vehemently opposing union with the Northern Pres- 
Church (Presbyterian Church in _ the 


“From time to time the Modernists attack this 
group. The recent report of the Southern General 
Assembly, by a minister in that church, part of 
which is quoted elsewhere on this page, is an ex- 
ample of a bald attack. The contemptuous vilifica- 
tion which characterizes this report is worthy of 
note. The sweetness-and-light attitude of many 
Modernists is very often a sham. Most of them do 
not view the Fundamentalist with respect. They 
despise them as ‘nincompoops.’ ; 


“A conqueror can afford to be gracious. The 
Modernists know this. But protagonists in a 
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struggle are often irritated to the point of giving 
vent to underlying feelings. Bible-believers, there- 
fore, should not be misled by the magnanimous 
declarations of Northern Modernists. Rather they 
should be enlightened by outbursts of Southern 
Modernists such as Dr. McGeachy.”’ —dJ. R. R. 


Songs At Midnight 
After Prayer Meeting 


There’s always room for Thanksgiving in every 
Christian heart. I talked to a man lately who in 
the midst of a busy commercial career was suddenly 
visited with a paralytic stroke. 
to work as the bread-winner, as he passed through 
a slow, painful recovery. They are both back at 
work now. He said to me: “I’m glad I had that 
stroke. Otherwise I might never have found the 
Saviour.””’ He had time and cause to think of his 
Lord as he lay helpless for weeks. God is trying 
by all means to bring men to repentance, to salva- 
tion, to peace. Shall we refuse the surgeon’s knife 
if thereby he gives us new and larger life? 


Is there some Divine alchemy that can bring the 
fragrance of June roses over into the bleak, dark 
days of December? Is there some way to discount 
the deadly thrusts of life? Is there available some 
power to lift life above the accidental; to give 
meaning to all of life’s experiences? These are 
strange, frustrating days. People are hurt and 
afraid. Must they stop singing and let the music 
die out of life? If there is some way out I 
supremely want to know it. Paul and Silas knew it. 
In the jail at Philippi they tested it. It worked. 
Hear them, with bleeding backs, in an inner cell, 
feet in the stocks; while they hold a prayermeeting 
and then a Praise Service! They sang the songs of 
Zion at midnight! Mel Trotter used to say: “They 
didn’t have enough pull to keep out of jail; but 
they had enough power available to shake the old 
jail down.” In that splendid confidence they sang 
before the earthquake came and loosened their 
bonds and turned a hardened jailer into a seeking 
penitent. There’s always room for Thanksgiving in 
every Christian’s heart. Gratitude is a high human 
trait that pleases God and that makes room for 
new and greater blessings. Christian, don’t stop 
singing. — S. M. MePh 


Enthusiastic Meeting 
At Birmingham 


A large and enthusiastic group of elders and 
ministers gathered in the Second Presbyterian 
Church of Birmingham, Ala., on the evening of 
November 18th to better acquaint themselves re- 
garding the issues of the proposed Plan of Union 
with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. All sections 
of the State were represented and one minister 
from Florida. It was part of the evidence of a 
rising tide of interest in this question which laymen 
and ministers are so greatly concerned about. 


In a masterful address, Dr. William Childs Rob- 
inson, of Columbia Seminary, pointed out the posi- 
tive omissions from the Plan of Union which so 
greatly weaken it in the eyes of thoughtful people. 
The Headship of Christ, who is Lord of the con- 
science and sole Vicar of the Church, was empha- 
sized. The scriptures as the final basis of all com- 
plaints against ministers, the full integrity of the 
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Westminster Standards, the absolute authority of 
the Word of God and the safeguarding of the ordi- 
nation vows of ministers were matters clearly set 
forth by Dr. Robinson in his able remarks. The 
speaker related instance after instance of the 
trends in the Northern Presbyterian Church among 
her topmost theologians leaning toward naturalism 
as against supernaturalism. He appealed, however, 
for a Covenant of Faith for those who believe in 
the great spiritual and theological heritage of an 
authoritative religion handed down to us by Hodge 
and Thornwell from the Westminster divines, as 
against the rationalistic vagaries of many modern 
leaders. He urged the exaltation of the unique char- 
acter of the God-man, Christ Jesus, who gave Him- 
self for us men and our salvation. 


Dr. Robinson was followed by Dr. R. Wilbur 
Cousar, pastor of Central Church, Chattanooga, 
Tenn., who called attention to some of the practical 
difficulties in the way of union by the loss of an 
unusually effective home mission program which 
has produced marvelous results in the past six 
years. It was indicated that we have a “going con- 
cern” hardly excelled by any church in America. 


Many facts were cited to show that our sister 
Church has pursued a radically different course, 
and the record alone tells the story. Dr. Cousar 
called attention to tHe fact that ultimately every- 
thing centers in our Christian convictions. The 
practical outgrowth of this is evidenced by the un- 
fortunate rationalistic bias of the Westminster 
Study Bible issued by the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., and also by their Sunday School literature. 


This meeting was ably presided over by Dr. 
Lloyd Boggs, a former missionary to Korea and 
now a practicing physician of Birmingham, and by 
Rev. Bernard Sykes, pastor of the host Church. 


An interesting discussion followed which brought 
out into the clear the vital issues before us at this 
time. It was the belief of all present that the 
sharing of views was timely and appropriate in 
view of the recent detion of our General Assembly. 


The Church Of The Living 
God - The Pillar And Ground 
Of The Truth 

- By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


This address was delivered by Dr. Robinson at the 
Birmingham Meeting, —H.B.D. 


Soren Kierkegaard has described Christendom as 
a conspiracy against the Christianity of the New 
Testament. Here is an item from his critique: 


“Christianity a Fortress. Imagine a fortress, 
absolutely impregnable, provisioned for an 
eternity. 


Then comes a new commandment. He con- 
ceives that it might be a good idea to build 
bridges over the moats—so as to be able to 
attack the beseigers. 


Charmant! He transforms the fortress into 
a country estate—and naturally the enemy 
takes it. 


| 
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So it is with Christianity. They changed the 
method—and naturally the world conquered.” 


In the interest of closer acquaintance with the 
U.S.A. Presbyterian Church, we respectfully ask, 
is this what the 1949 Plan of Union means? 


In the face of scientific naturalism which rejects 
the miracles, in the face of platonic idealism which 
refuses adequate recognition to the unique events 
which constitute the heart of Christianity—the 
Southern Presbyterian Church has raised up spe- 
cific defenses for the faith. One of these is the pro- 
vision in the ordination vows that if a minister 
change his doctrinal positions he will on his own 
initiative notify his Presbytery. The second is the 
action unanimously taken by the General Assembly 
of 1939 and endorsed by two subsequent General 
Assemblies that our ordination vows involve the 
acceptance of the infallible truth and divine au- 
thority of Scripture, of Christ as true and eternal 
God who became also man by being born of a 
virgin, who offered up Himself a sacrifice to satisfy 
divine justice and reconcile us to God, who rose 
from the dead with the same body with which He 
suffered and who will come again to judge the 
world. 


In the negotiations toward union with the U.S.A. 
Church, what has happened to these two walls that 
the Southern Church now has? 


(1) The provision of the ordination vow that a 
man who changes his views after ordination was in 
the 1943 Plan of Union. But the U.S.A. Liberals, 
led by their periodical, The Presbyterian Tribune, 
objected to this provision and so it does not appear 
in the 1949 Plan of Union. In other words, the 
1943 Plan of Union had it in the Southern Presby- 
terian ordination vows; the 1949 Plan of Union has 
in it the Northern Presbyterian ordination vows. 


(2) One of the Northern Presbyterian Presbyte- 
ries, Cedar Rapids, lowa, asked the 1941 Northern 
Assembly to interpret their ordination vows as we 
had ours in our 1939 Assembly. But a leading 
modernist was Chairman of the U.S.A. Assembly’s 
Committee on Bills and Overtures and his com- 
mittee completely rewrote the Cedar Rapids over- 
ture, and instead of saying what the Presbytery re- 
quested, the Northern Assembly said such a state- 
ment was unnecessary. The Northern Presbyterian 
Church has thus turned down both of the defenses 
the Southern Church has erected. 


If we need these defenses now, will we need them 
any the less after a merger with the Northern 
Church where the impact of scientific naturalism 
and philosophical idealism from the large univer- 
sities is greater? Does the record of the U.S.A. 
Church show that the doctrines of the faith are 
less controverted in the Northern than in the 
Southern Church? 


In the July, 1949 issue of Theology Today a 
prize volume by ‘a Northern Presbyterian New 
Testament Scholar is reviewed by Professor Nor- 
man H. Snaith of England. The competent reviewer 
says: “My criticism of the book concerns its Chris- 
tology ... I would hold that Jesus Christ is God 
Incarnate, and I am not at all clear that Dr. 


would agree to this. Further, the author, as I judge, 
falls short of the true doctrine of the Personality 
of the Holy Spirit. He speaks of the Spirit as 
‘God’s act.’ This is not enough for me. He is God.” 
Another prominent Northern Presbyterian edited a 


volume entitled Theological Liberalism - An Ap- 
praisal, and wrote for it the Christological chapter. 
He there says many fine things about the centrality 
and significance of Christ. But he does not teach 
that Christ is true and eternal God who became 
also man for us men and for our salvation. Instead 
he teaches that Christ was a man in which God was 
as personally present as he could be in any man— 
any merely human, temporal personality—in the 
period of the Roman Empire. The Westminster 
Edition of the Bible published by the U.S.A. Church 
embodying the work of scholars from four of her 
theological seminaries is notably weak at this point. 
It is very slow to call Christ God, it declines to 
admit that He is the Alpha and the Omega. 


The 1925 Minutes of the Northern General As- 
sembly list ministers who were licensed even though 
they could not affirm their acceptance of the 
historical accounts of the virgin birth in Matthew 
and Luke. These men were subsequently ordained 
without this acceptance and elevated to high places 
in the U.S.A. Church. The Presbyterian Tribune 
for March 30, 1939 has an Easter article in which 
the historicity and the objectivity of the Resurrec- 
tion of Christ are denied ... and the writer of 
that article is now Vice President of a Northern 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. In 1947 Clar- 


ence Bouma, of Calvin Theological Seminary, de- 


livered a vigorous address on Calvinism advocating 
a return to a God-centered faith, to the full trust- 
worthiness of the Bible and to the great super- 
natural acts of God in Christ—His virgin birth, 
His bodily resurrection, His miracles of grace and 
might. This address is published in the Journal of 
Religion with comments by two Chicago professors. 
As was to be expected the spokesman for the Uni- 
versity of Chicago rejected the supernatural em- 
phasis of Bouma and the miracles of Christ’s person 
and work. But one might have expected a spokes- 
man from the Northern Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary—McCormick—to have stood up for the 
faith of the Church in these great miracles of God’s 
intervention in Christ. If so one is disappointed. 
The McCormick professor has a number of nice 
things to say about naturalism—none about super- 
naturalism. 


In the light of this review of representative state- 
ments from Northern Presbyterian scholars just 
what will the ordination vows of Presbyterian 
ministers mean if the 1949 Plan of Union is 
adopted? Our two defenses are thrown down. 
The Trojan horse is introduced in which there are 
prominent scholars some of which do not teach 
that Christ is true and eternal God who became also 
true man, others cannot affirm their acceptance of 
His virgin birth, others make of His resurrection 
only our subjective idea, others advocate a “con- 
sistent” or “realized” eschatology according to 
which there is no Coming of Christ in glory to judge 
the world, others condemn hymns that teach Christ 
purchased our pardon by His Obedience and suffer- 
ing. 


Writing a few years ago as to how his mind had 
changed in ten years Dr. C. E. Macartney said that 
he no longer saw any possibility of maintaining a 
corporate testimony in the Northern Presbyterian 
Church and henceforth would devote himself to 
seeking a congregational testimony. Therefore, 
this distinguished Northern Presbyterian conserva- 
tive advises us not to unite on the 1949 Plan of 
Union. He sees that to do so would simply break 
down our corporate testimony as the Northern 
Presbyterian liberals have successfully broken down 
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the testimony of the U.S.A. Church. Today we have 
a corporate testimony supported by six hundred and 
fifty thousand Presbyterians. If the union is con- 
summated on the basis of the proposed plan, and 
in the face of the actual conditions there will be a 
large body of some two and a half million people 
without any corporate testimony. 


Some will say that our present two walls do not 
work perfectly. Of course, they do not in this 
imperfect world. But since they were adopted two 
of the most conspicuous liberals in the Southern 
Church have established ecclesiastical relations else- 
where. One went from the Southwest into the 
Unitarian denomination; and one from the South- 
east into the Northern Presbyterian Church. 
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May God give us grace to hold up the banner of 
the faith once for all delivered to the saints. And 
that means concretely holding up our present walls 
of defense and refusing the 1949 Plan of Union 
which does not include these safeguards. If we 
stand for the faith who knows but that God may 
use us to call the attention of our brethren of the 
U.S.A. Assembly back or forward to the truth of 
God—to the risen living Christ who in His almighty 
power is moving in the world church of today. And 
when in His saving grace He does speak to us and 
to them it may be that we can draw up a Plan that 
does embody the substance of such safeguards as 
we find needful today. Let the Church be the 


house of God, the Church of the living God, the 
pillar and ground of the truth! 


The Cause Of The Doctrinal Trouble 
In The Northern Presbyterian Church 


(“Exploring Avenues Of Acquaintance And Co-operation”) 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 
Jackson, Miss. 


This is the ninth in the series of articles by Chalmers W. Alexander under the heading, “Exploring Ave- 
nues of Acquaintance And Co-operation.” This is an informative new series of articles written 


by one of the most able laymen in 


When the reorganization of Princeton Seminary 
took place in 1929, four outstanding members of 
the faculty of Princeton Seminary voluntarily re- 
signed their positions in that institution. And they 
left its campus, never to return. 


At that time I was in my freshman year at 
Princeton University, which is located a few blocks’ 
distance from the campus of Princeton Seminary. 
Who were these four outstanding men? 


The Scholars Who Left 
Princeton Seminary 


One was Dr. J. Gresham Machen, probably the 
world’s greatest New Testament scholar at that 
time. Dr. Machen had received his A.B. degree from 
Johns Hopkins University, his M.A. from Princeton 
University, and his B.D. from Princeton Seminary. 
Then he had studied at the Universities of Marburg 
and Goettingen, both in Germany. Dr. Machen had 
been a member of the faculty of Princeton Seminary 
since 1906. 


Another was Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, probably 
the world’s greatest Old Testament scholar at that 
time. Dr. Wilson had received his A.B. and his 
M.A. from Princeton University and his Th.B. from 
Western Theological Seminary. Then he had studied 
for two years at the University of Berlin prior to 
receiving his Ph.D. from Princeton University. Dr. 
Wilson, a great linguist, had mastered some two 
dozen languages collateral with Old Testament 
languages in order to throw light upon the Old 
Testament and its manuscripts. He had been a 
member of the Princeton Seminary faculty since 
1900. 


The third man was Dr. Oswald T. Allis, one of 


the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


America’s greatest Old Testament scholars today. 
Dr. Allis received his A.B. from the University of 
Pennsylvania, his B.D. from Princeton Seminary, 
his M.A. from Princeton University, and his Ph.D. 
from the University of Berlin. Dr. Allis had been 
a member of the faculty of Princeton Seminary 
since 1910, and since 1918 he had been the Editor 
of The Princeton Theological Review. 


And the fourth man was Dr. Cornelius Van Til, 
one of the ablest Professors of Apologetics in 
America at the present time. Dr. Van Til had 
received his A.B. from Calvin College, his Th.B. 
and his Th.M. from Princeton Seminary, and his 
Ph.D. from Princeton University. He had joined 
the Princeton Seminary faculty in 1928. 


These four unusually great scholars left Prince- 
ton Seminary and, in association with other men of 
like mind, they proceeded to found Westminster 
Theological Seminary, at Philadelphia, in the 
autumn of 1929. 


In this undertaking they were associated with 
such prominent ministers of the Northern Presby- 
terian Church as Dr. Maitland Alexander, a former 
Moderator of the General Assembly of that denom- 
ination, and long the President of the Board of 
Directors of Princeton Seminary until its reorganiz- 
ation in 1929; and Dr. Frank H. Stevenson, former 
Pastor of the Church of the Covenant in Cincinnati; 
and Dr. Clarence E. Macartney, a former Modera- 
tor of the General Assembly of the Northern Pres- 
byterian Church, and the Pastor of the famed First 
Presbyterian Church of Pittsburg. 


All three of these prominent ministers had 
served as members of the Board of Directors of 
Princeton Seminary until its reorganization in 1929, 
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Why They Left Princeton 
Seminary In 1929 


The reason why these unusually able scholars and 
ministers left Princeton Seminary in order to help 
found Westminster Theological Seminary was be- 
cause they were firmly convinced that the re- 
organization of Princeton Seminary would result 
in serious changes being made in that institution’s 
hitherto consistently and thoroughly orthodox 
position in theology. 


Some of the sound Princeton Seminary scholars 
stayed on at Princeton Seminary, after its re- 
organization in 1929, with the hope that they might 
so influence its affairs that the Seminary would 
continue to be consistently and thoroughly orthodox 
in its position. Dr. Casper Wistar Hodge, Ph.D., 
was one of this number; but by the time of his 
death, in 1937, Dr. Hodge had lived to see that his 
hopes of keeping Princeton Seminary consistently 
and thorougly orthodox in all of its teachings had 
been in vain. 


Some Developments Since 
The Reorganization 


A brief review of some of the events which have 
taken place at Princeton Seminary since its re- 
organization in 1929 will show that the belief of 
Dr. Machen and his associates that the reorganiza- 
tion would result in serious doctrinal changes was 
not without foundation. 


For instance, after the reorganization occurred 
in 1929 signers of the heretical Auburn Affirmation 
were for the first time placed on the Board of 
Trustees which controls Princeton Seminary; this 
was done apparently with the implied consent of 
the other members of the Board who remained after 
the reorganization. And in the school year 1937- 
1938 an Auburn Affirmationist taught in the 
Seminary as visiting Professor of Homiletics. 


Dr. Emil Brunner At 
Princeton Seminary 


During the school year 1938-1939, Dr. Emil 
Brunner, of Zurich, Switzerland, occupied the 
position of Professor of Systematic Theology at 
Princeton Seminary — the faculty professorship 
which had been made world-famous by the Hodges 
and by Dr. Warfield. The Board of Trustees of 
the Seminary actually offered Dr. Brunner that 
professorship as a regular continuing member of 
the Seminary’s faculty, but he declined the offer. 


Now Dr. Brunner is a very able scholar and he 
had previously raised a vigorous voice against 
some of the Modernism in Europe. But his own 
views have themselves been called the “New 
Modernism” by some of the ablest theologians in 
this country. 


In his book entitled Man In Revolt, Dr Brunner 
specifically rejects belief in the Virgin Birth of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Dr. Brunner’s views on the inspiration of the 
Holy Bible are certainly far from adequate. For ex- 
ample, in The Presbyterian, issue of February 17, 
1938, he wrote: “It is, however, my conviction that 
faith in the inspiration of the Bible does not ex- 
clude, but includes, the distinction between the 
Word of God and the earthly, temporal vessel 
which carries it.” The “earthly, temporal vessel 
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“The Answer to Our Church Music Problem!”.. . 
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wrote a pastor from New York State 


“The unanimous opinion of my people is that it is 
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which carries it” is, of course, the Holy Bible. 


He substitutes human experience for the Bible 
as the ultimate standard of truth. As Dr. Cornelius 
Van Til, Ph.D., states: “That Brunner begins with 
experience as something that must interpret the 
Bible, instead of starting from the Bible which must 
interpret human experience, can be seen from the 
fact that he has no hesitation in accepting the 
principles of ‘higher criticism.’ He even feels that 
it is our business to engage in ‘higher criticism.’ 
The human element in the Scripture, he thinks, is 
rere wrong and we must separate it from the 
ivine.”’ 


This attitude toward the Holy Bible is certainly 
radically different from the view held by the 
Hodges and by Dr. Warfield, and it constitutes a 
radical departure from the view contained in the 
Westminster Standards. 


If Dr. Brunner had been appointed a professor in 
Union Theological Seminary of New York City, or 
in the Department of Religion of Princeton Uni- 
versity as it is today, or at Yale, or at Harvard, or 
at the Chicago Divinity School, for instance, there 
would have been great rejoicing among the Con- 
servatives, for that would have represented a great 
step upward for those institutions. But for Dr. 
Brunner to occupy the chair of Systematic The- 
ology which had formerly been occupied by the 
Hodges and by Dr. Warfield at Princeton Seminary 
represented a decided step downward for that 
institution. 


How One Minister Became 
A Regular Member Of 
The Faculty 
Another illustration which shows the change in 
Princeton Seminary’s attitude since 1929 concerns 


the appointment to its faculty of a certain minister 
in the year 1939. 


In 
other words, Dr. Brunner does not believe that all 
of the Bible is the Word of God. 


Under the copyright date of 1936, this minister 
had written a book entitled Christianity in America 
wherein he stated, among other things: “Few 
intelligent Protestants can still hold to the idea 
that the Bible is an infallible book; that it contains 
no linguistic errors, no historical discrepancies, no 
antiquated scientific assumptions, not even bad 
ethical standards. Historical investigation and 
literary criticism have taken the magic out of the 
Bible and have made ‘it a composite human book, 
written by many hands in different ages.” 


Clearly the views expressed by him in 1936 were 
at very serious variance with the views of the 
inspiration of the Bible which are contained in the 
Westminster Standards, and this fact was not un- 
known to those in control of Princeton Seminary. 
And yet, in spite of this fact, the Board of Trustees 
of Princeton Seminary elected this minister to serve 
as a professor in the Seminary for the school year 
1938-1939. When, however, the General Assembly 
of 1938 met, its Standing Committee on Theological 
Seminaries failed to confirm his appointment as a 
professor. And, accordingly, the Seminary’s Board 
of Trustees withdrew his name. 


Now only fifteen days before the meeting of the 
following General Assembly, the General Assembly 
of 1939, there appeared in The Presbyterian, under 
the date of May 11, 1939, an article, written by 
this minister, which was entitled “‘Convictions’”— 
and in this article he took an entirely different 
view from that expressed in his book published in 
1936. 


When the General Assembly of 1939 met, his 
name was again submitted for confirmation as a 
professor in Princeton Seminary, and the minister 
in question personally appeared before that General 
Assembly’s Standing Committee on Theological 
Seminaries. A member of the Standing Committee 
on Theological Seminaries at that time was Mr. 
C. D. Garrard, of Covington, Kentucky, who was 
then a Ruling Elder in the Northern Presbyterian 
Church. Mr. Garrard later wrote an article in 
which he stated that this minister, in the Committee 
‘hearing, in answer to some questions asked by Mr. 
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Garrard, stated that he had been considered 
thoroughly orthodox when he had graduated from 
Princeton Seminary, and he had changed his theo- 
logical position a number of times in the past 
fifteen vears. Mr. Garrard then asked what had 
caused him to change his views between the 1938 
and the 1939 General Assembly meetings, and this 
minister had replied that he “‘just grew up.” 


After this hearing. the Standing Committee on 
Theological Seminaries, by a majority vote, then 
decided to recommend that this minister be con- 
firmed as a professor in Princeton Seminary, al- 
though Mr. Garrard voted against it. The General 
Assembly of 1939 then proceeded to confirm the 
minister’s appointment to the faculty of the 
Seminary, and he is still a member of that faculty 
at the present time. 


In all of this the significant fact is that those in 
control of Princeton Seminary were perfectly will- 
ing to elect this minister to a position on the faculty 
of that seminary months prior to the publication of 
his article entitled “Convictions”; and ‘the only 
thing that kept him from becoming a member of 
the Seminary’s faculty in 1938 was the failure of 
that Assembly’s Standing Committee on Theological 
Seminaries to confirm his appointment after the 
Board of Trustees of Princeton Seminary had sub- 
mitted his name for confirmation. 


(In passing, it is indeed interesting to note that 
Mr. C. D. Garrard, of Covington, Kentucky, stated 
that after he had become interested in the affair 
of the Auburn Affirmation, and after he had at- 
tended the 1939 General Assembly of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church as one of its Commissioners, 
he resigned his office as a Ruling Elder and he 
severed completely all of his connections with the 
Northern Presbyterian Church. Mr. Garrard is now 
a Ruling Elder in the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
and recently he informed me that he is one hundred 
per cent opposed to the proposed union between the 
Northern Presbyterian Church and our own denom- 
ination.) 


Evidence From The New 
Westminster Bible 


A recent illustration of the fact that the re- 
organization of Princeton Seminary in 1929 opened 
the door for doctrinal unsoundness to enter into 
the teachings of that Seminary is the new West- 
minster Study Edition of the Holy Bible. 


This Westminster Study Edition is now sometimes 
referred to as the ‘“‘Presbyterian Bible.” It was 
published by the Westminster Press, a subsidiary 
of the Northern Presbyterian Church’s Board of 
Christian Education (which Board has had among 
its membership, from time to time, various signers 
of the heretical Auburn Affirmation). 
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Three professors from the faculty of Princeton 
Seminary were among the eleven editors of this 
Westminster Study Edition of the Holy Bible. 


Now what is the tenor of the editorial comments 
and explanations contained in this Westminster 
Study Edition? 


Dr. Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D., has written that “the 
Study Edition is definitely critical, at times even 
radically so.”’ 


Dr. William Childs Robinson, Th.D., of our 
Columbia Theological Seminary, has remarked that 
the editors of the Westminster Study Edition seem 
hesitant to call Christ God, and that their whole 
doctrine of the Deity of Christ is weak. 


In addition to being weak on the doctrines of 
the Inspiration of the Bible and of the Deity of 
Christ, the Study Edition is far from strong in its 
statements on the Reformed doctrine of the Atone- 
ment and Justification. It was such doctrines as 


these that the great Princeton theologians of the 
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past like Archibald Alexander, Charles Hodge and 
Benjamin B. Warfield exalted, and it was im these 
doctrines that they glorified. 


Even such a secular magazine as Time has stated 
that, though this Study Edition sticks to the 
traditional King James wording, “it is far from 
conservative in commenting on it.” 

And yet three professors from the faculty of 
Princeton Seminary were among the editors of this 
Westminster Study Edition. 

It is certainly safe to say that none of the great 
theologians at Princeton Seminary during the time 
of the Hodges and of Dr. Warfield would ever have 
consented to have their names associated with an 
edition of the Bible which, in its editorial com- 
ments and explanations, can in so many instances 
be termed as “definitely critical, at times even 
radically so,” and as being “far from conservative.”’ 


Princeton Seminary 
Since 1929 


It is not our purpose in this article to affirm or 
to deny that there are sound men on the faculty of 
Princeton Seminary at the present time. No one, 
however, can contend that, since its reorganization 
in 1929 which resulted in “new School” theology 
being introduced into its teachings, Princeton 
Seminary’s faculty has been as consistently and as 
thoroughly orthodox as it was in the days of the 
Hodges and of Dr. Warfield. 

Since 1929, Princeton Seminary, either through 
members of its administrative personnel or as a 
part of its policy as an educational institution, has 
been following the course of doctrinal inelusivism. 
The enthusiastic co-operation of one of the Semin- 
ary’s most prominent officials in the organization 
of the World Council of Churches—a movement 
which no one can claim is consistently orthodox— 
is a recent case in point. Some very able Presby- 
terian ministers and theologians are of the opinion 
that Princeton Seminary is traveling a route which 
will lead ultimately to surrender to Modernism, 
unless it changes its course. 


“New School” Theology 
And The Northern Pres- 
byterian Church 


Wherever the liberal ‘“‘New School” theology has 
taken root in the Northern Presbyterian Church it 
has caused serious trouble. 


In fact, the principal cause of the doctrinal 
trouble in the entire Northern Presbyterian Church 
is the presence in that denomination of the liberal 
“New School” theology and of the Modernism 
which it has so often helped to promote. 


lf We Were To Unite 


If the proposed union between our Southern 
Presbyterian Church and the very mueh larger 
Northern Presbyterian Church were to take place, 
we could rest assured that certain changes would 
be forced upon all of our seminaries so that the 
liberal “‘New School” theology could be taught in 
them side by side with the conservative “Old 
School” theology, which conservative “Old School” 
theology has always been the official doctrinal 
belief of our denomination since its founding. 


Frankly and candidly, in some of our seminaries 
at the present time there are reported to be some 
strong influences which are tending definitely 
toward Modernism. But these reported influences 
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have not been authorized by our General Assembly. 
Incidentally, it is the opinion of a large company 
throughout our denomination that it is now time 
for our General Assembly to appoint a competent 
committee charged with the responsibility of ex- 
amining these seminaries with a view toward over- 
hauling them, if need be, so that all of their 
teachings will conform completely to the teachings 
of the Holy Bible as they are summarized in the 
Westminster Standards. 


Now if the proposed union with the Northern 
Presbyterian Church takes place, we can rest as- 
sured that all of our seminaries will be overhauled 
—but the purpose of their reorganization after 
the proposed union will be, not to bring their 
teachings more into conformity to the teachings of 
the Bible as they are summarized in the West- 
minster Standards, but to put the official stamp of 
approval upon introducing the liberal ‘‘New School” 
theology into their teachings! 


What shall every Southern Presbyterian, as a 
Bible-believing Christian who repudiates completely 
the liberal “‘New School” theology and who rejects 
altogether the Modernism for which it has so often 
helped to prepare the way, say with regard to the 
proposed union with the heresy-tainted Northern 
Presbyterian Church? 


Thou Shalt Say, No! 
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Sabbath School Lessons 
. By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 
Lesson For Dec. 4: Jeremiah 3. They heal slightly the hurt of the daughter o! 
Denounces False Prophets my people. They are spiritual ‘“‘quack doctors” who 


Scripture: Jeremiah 8:8-13; 23; 26-28. Devo- 
tional Reading: Matthew 7:15-23. Both Jeremiah 
and Jesus denounced False Prophets. The better 
and more valuable a thing is, the more danger of 
counterfeits. Nobody ever tries to counterfeit 
worthless currency. Christianity, the only true re- 
ligion in the world, is bound to have imitations, so 
there have always been false religion and false 
prophets, who try to mix enough truth in their 
falsehoods to fool people and make them “swallow” 
the errors along with the truth. 


In our Devotional Reading Jesus is denouncing 
these false prophets and warning His disciples 
against them. He used the word “Beware” in con- 
nection with them and with the religious leaders of 
His day: “Beware of false prophets’; ‘‘Beware of 
the leaven (teaching) of the Pharisees, Sadducees, 
and of Herod.’’ The most deadly foes of Christ and 
the Church are not enemies without, but those who 
pretend to be within the fold. These false prophets 
would be dressed in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 
they would be ravening wolves. So, today, the num- 
ber one enemies of the Church are often those who 
loudly proclaim themsejves the friends of Christ, 
like the Unitarians, Jor instance, or the “higher 
critics’’ who tear the/Bible to pieces with one hand, 
and hold the flag of/the cross in the other. 


How can we tell the false from the true? “By 
their fruits ye shall know them.”’ We are not 
“Judges,” to be sure, but we are ‘‘fruit-testers,”’ 
and we can easily see some of the “‘fruits’”’ of these 
false prophets and their subtle undermining of the 
foundation of the Christian Faith. The Lord re- 
quires, not lip-service, but ‘“‘life-service’’: we must 
do the will of our Father in Heaven. 


I. The False Prophet is a Foolish Man: Jeremiah 
8 :8-13. 


1. There is no man quite so foolish as the man 
who is “‘wise in his own conceits.’’ These false 
prophets of Jeremiah’s time are just like the false 
prophets of today: they say: “We are wise.” Are 
not many of the false teachers of our day in the 
universities and colleges? Read a book like “Cruci- 
fying Christ In Our Colleges,’”’ and we can see how 
true this is. 


The false pen of the scribes (R.V.) is similar to 
the many ‘‘false pens’ of numerous writers in our 
time. Many books written by those who pretend to 
be real friends and followers of Jesus Christ dis- 
honor Him by robbing Him of His Deity and mak- 
ing Him a mere man. The “leaven”’ of the Saddu- 
cees has permeated a large section of the Protes- 
tant Church. These writers and professors are like 
Judas Iscariot; they are betraying our Lord. Well 
would it be for them if they had never been born! 


2. They have rejected the Word of the Lord. 
Here is the root of their folly. The “Higher Criti- 
cism’’ which began in Germany and has spread to 
England and the United States, is a sample. Tear 
the Word of God to pieces, reject it as the inspired 
and infallible rule of faith and practice, and “what 
wisdom is in them?” 


only try to speak soothing words, saying, ‘Peace, 
Peace,’* when there is no peace. They are like a 
doctor who says to a man with some deadly dis- 
ease: “Cheer up, my friend, there is nothing ser- 
ious wrong with you.’’ They are afraid to tell the 
truth, or perhaps, are so careless in their diagnosis 
that they do not even know the truth. They are the 
‘“‘Humanists” who tell us that “the Church’s doc- 
trine of sin is a crime against human nature.” (See 
a splendid discussion of this in ‘“‘The Spiritual Basi- 
Of Evangelism,” by Walter Barlow). 


4. They are given to Covetousness. They are 
spiritual ‘“‘Racketeers,’”” and I am afraid that 
there are many of them today, masquerading as 


preachers, evangelists, and’ “prophets.” Just a day. 


or so ago there was a big parade in Charlotte, 
N. C., the crowds estimated from 35,000 to 50,000, 
to celebrate the coming of one of these so-called 
‘*prophets.”’ 


5. “Were they ashamed?” No! They could not 
even blush. Neither are our modern false teachers 
who rob our students of their faith and leave them 
hopeless and floundering in a confused and helpless 
world. Read a book like “‘Crucifying Christ In Our 
Colleges” and see the true accounts of the conse- 
quences of such teaching. Let me quote from Robert 
Quillen: “But there is another kind of weapon, 
even more powerful, which can be used to save or 
destroy civilization. In the right hands it can uplift 
and ennoble; in the wrong hands it can degrade 
and enslave. It is called education. We have seen 
its sinister power in Germany, where a generation 
has been warped and marred by it. The world may 
feel its evil effects for a thousand years ... When 
we have learned wisdom, if ever, we shall select 
teachers more carefully than Presidents.’’ 


Take away a young person’s faith in the Bible 
and you start him on the road to immorality. Teach 
students that they are nothing more than polished 
and civilized beasts, with more or less “kultur,”’ 
and they will soon act like beasts. Many of our 
terrible crimes today, if traced to their source, 
would have to be laid at the door of some false 
prophet, or teacher. 


5. Their folly will be punished: “I will surely 
consume them.” If any class of people in the world 
deserve severe punishment, these persons do. Jesus 
said that it were better for a man never to be born 
than to cause one of these little ones to stumble. 
Who can cause more stumbling than false teachers? 


Il. False Prophets Are Unfaithful to their duties 
and scatter the flock. Chapter 23. 


1. They are likened to “‘hireling shepherds.”’ Our 
Lord has something to say about the hireling who 
careth not for the sheep, and about the thieves and 
robbers who came before Him and climbed up some 
other way. (See John 10:1-14). The shepherd and 
the pastor are alike. Woe to preachers who do not 
visit and care for the flock! 


2. God will raise up true shepherds. When the 
Church got so corrupt that extorting money from 
the people seemed its only objective, and selling 
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indulgences was an open and shameless practice, 
God sent Martin Luther and others to bring the 
sheep back to the folds: when the clergy of Eng- 
land were spending most of their time fox-hunting 
and playing cards and feasting, while feeding the 
flock on ethical lectures, God raised up men like 
the Wesleys and Whitefield to care for the sheep. 


3. There is a beautiful prophecy concerning 
Christ as the coming Shepherd, the Righteous 
Branch, the Lord of Righteousness. (Verses 5-8). 


4. These false prophets are a grief to Jeremiah. 
It was bad enough to be opposed by political ene- 
mies, but to have to contend with these renegade 
religious traitors was a heart-breaking experience. 
“Both prophet and priest are profane,” he says. 
What an indictment! 


5. These men are not to be listened to, of course. 
God has not sent them. They are dreamers; like 
chaff; what is chaff to the wheat? How many of our 
people are being fed “chaff” in the place of the 
‘finest of the wheat.’’ God’s Word ‘is like a hammer 
and a fire; it breaks in pieces; it destroys. 


6. “I am against the prophets.” The only class of 
people that the Lord Jesus was against were the 
false prophets of His day, the Scribes and Phari- 
sees. No severer words can be found anywhere than 
in Matt. 23:13-33. 


Ill. False Prophets Are Vindictive Men: Chap- 
ters 26-28. 


1. False prophets loudly proclaim their belief in 
“freedom of speech” as long as they are in the mi- 
nority, but let them get the upper hand, and perse- 
cution is the order of the day. Read Fox’s “Book Of 
Martyrs.’’ The most bitter and inhuman persecution 
was that of the apostate Church. This was true in 
Jeremiah’s day. His bitterest foes were the priests 
and prophets: “‘then spake the priests and prophets 
unto the princes and to all the people, This man is 
worthy to die.’”’ Who stirred up the people in Jesus’ 
day to cry, Crucify Him, Crucify Him? The princes 
and the king were more inclined to listen and heed 
than these men. 


In Chapters 27-28, we have “an illustrated de- 
bate” between Jeremiah and one of these men, 
Hananiah. We also see the end of Hananiah: ‘“‘Thou 
makest this people to trust in a lie; this year thou 
shalt die’’; and he died. 


Some Questions For Thought 
And Discussion 


Where and how can we obtain wisdom? Does 
‘“‘much learning’’ tend to make people wise in their 
own conceits? Why do colleges and universities 
often become centers of unbelief? Which is more 
dangerous, an open and avowed atheist, or a 
smooth-talking false prophet in the garb of a 
preacher? © 


Lesson For Dec. 11: Jeremiah 
Teaches Personal Religion 


Scripture: Jeremiah 8:4-7; 26; 31. Devotional 
Reading: Psalms 51:1-13. Personal Religion gathers 
around two great words: Repentance and Faith. 
The two are so closely connected that you cannot 
separate them: Saving Faith, and Repentance unto 
Life. Sometimes the call of the prophet is to believe, 
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trust in God; sometimes it is to turn from Sin; 
usually it is a call to both. 


When Sin is the prevailing thought, then the call 
is to Repent. In our Devotional Reading, it was 
David’s realization of his terrible sins that caused 
him to repent in the personal and familiar words of 
Psalm 51. Notice the personal pronouns scattered 
throughout this heartfelt Psalm: Have mercy upon 
me, blot out my transgressions, wash me, my sin is 
ever before me, etc. 


Both Repentance and Faith are personal matters. 
If masses of people repent, as in the city of Nin- 
evah, it must be in the heart of the king and each 
one down to the servants. Wholesale repentance is 
only possible where there is individual repentance. 
Jesus dealt with men and women as individuals: He 
sought to win them “one by one’’: so must we. Per- 
sonal Evangelism is being stressed today, and it is 
a fine method, if we do not lower the standards and 
make it only an appeal to “Join the Church,” like 
joining a civie club. If we deal with men as Jesus 
dealt with Nicodemus and let them know that they 
“must be born again,” then we are pursuing the 
method of the Master. Moody, who appealed to 
great masses of men and women, said that the work 
which counted was the personal work with each 
soul, and went so far as to say that he never knew 
of anyone who “came forward” to accept Christ 
when the invitation was given, who had not been 
approached first in a personal way. 


I. Refusal To Repent Leads To Terrible Chas- 
tisement. Jer. 8:4-6. “‘They refuse to return.” “No 
man repented of his wickedness.’’ The nation was 
on the downward road. The prophet was insistently 
and persistently and earnestly calling to repent- 
ance. This was their only hope. The warning of the 
man of God was very clear. He told them of im- 
pending captivity and of the certain destruction of 
the city. 


God always gives wicked people a chance to turn 
from their sins: He pleads with them to turn: “Turn 
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ye, turn ye, for why will ye die?’’ Noah preached 
one hundred and twenty years before the Flood 
came; Jonah was sent to Ninevah, and when they 
repented, the city was saved for a time; John came 
to prepare the way and his call was to repent; 
Jesus started His ministry with “repent and be- 
lieve,”’ and later said: “Except ye repent, ye shall 
all likewise perish’’; Paul says that God commands 
all men everywhere to repent. 


What is the great need of America? To Repent. 
What is the supreme need of the world as a whole? 
The same thing. Iniquity has been our ruin. It has 
brought a baptism of ‘‘blood, sweat, and tears,”’ in 
two world wars; it threatens to bring on a third 
which will be far worse than the others. Why do we 
have “perpetual backslidings?”’ It looks as though 
intelligent men would learn our lesson some day, 
but it seems that sin and Satan have such a 
strangle-hold upon the hearts and minds of men 
that we are as impervious to the call to repent as 
Judah was in the days of Jeremiah. 


People seem so hardened that they cannot repent. 
We need to pray: “Turn us, O God, and we shall 
be turned, save us, and we shall be saved.” We 
need deep conviction of sin. Sin is a laughing mat- 
ter to most people: in the words of a fiction writer: 
“We love wicked old women.” We joke about our 
most shameful and immoral practices. The highest 
paid men and women in our country set an example 
of defying God’s moral law. Only “fools make a 
mock at sin.”’ O that God would send deep convic- 
tion into our hearts so that we would “‘sigh and cry” 
and be burdened with this tragic condition! 


II. The Call to Repentance is Clear and Insistent: 
Jeremiah 26. Jeremiah’s warning and eall to 
‘‘amend their ways,’”’ seemed to awaken a slight re- 
sponse in “the princes.”’ The priests and prophets— 
the very men who ought to have led the nation back 
to God—wanted to put Jeremiah to death because 
he prophesied evil against the city. There are al- 
ways traitors and false prophets in the camp who 
wish to persecute the true prophet instead of heed- 
ing his message. The king seemed somewhat con- 
cerned, but as a whole there was little response. 
Jeremiah’s life was spared, but that was about the 
extent of their concern. 


We must not cease to urge men to repent, how- 
ever, even though they refuse to listen, or even 
turn on us and threaten our lives. There is deep 
need today for such preaching. I believe that all 
thinking men, and certainly, all thinking preachers, 
realize that this is true. Real Evangelism, now as 
then, must begin with this foundation message. 
Suppose that every preacher in America would be- 
gin preaching genuine repentance; it might have 
some effect. There are some in the ministry who 
are saying, Peace, Peace, when there is no peace: 
there are those who minimize the awful sins of our 
people, and have themselves no deep sense of sin. 
When Luther tried to reform an apostate Church, 
the heads of that Church tried to kill him: when 
Wesley and Whitefield tried to awaken a cold, in- 
different Church, the clergy opposed them and 
would not allow them to preach in the churches. 
Our modern Evangelists often meet with the same 
sort of indifference or opposition on the part of 
church leaders. This is a sad state of affairs. His- 
tory repeats itself and we see the same sort of an- 
tagonism as Jeremiah met, and Jesus had to face in 
the Scribes, Pharisees, and Chief Priests. But the 
call rings out, clear and insistent: “‘Repent, or 


ay 


Perish.”’ This applies to America as well as to 
Judah. 


Ill. Repentance Brings Rich Rewards: Restora- 
tion and the New Covenant. Jeremiah 31. 


1. Repentance and Restoration. 


(1) The cause of Repentance and Restoration is 
God’s everlasting Love: “I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have 
I drawn thee.”’ God had to chasten His people; He 
sent them into captivity, but He continued to love 
them, and promises the restoration of their land. 


(2) “They shall come with weeping and with 
supplication.”’ Tears are a good sign of genuine re- 
pentance. There is a “Godly sorrow”? which works 
“Repentance unto life.’’ (See Catechism for defini- 
tion of Repantance). 


(3) “They shall come and sing in the height of 
Zion.” They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 
Real repentance leads to forgiveness, and the for- 
given man is a happy man. Is not this the reason 
there is so much singing when we experience a real 
Revival, a time of refreshing from on high? 


(4) God was the One Who moved them to re- 
pentance: “‘After that 1 was turned, I repented.” 
“Turn us, O God of our salvation.’’ A superficial 
repentance may be man-made; the real sort is the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the heart. 


(5) This is a personal matter. We cannot blame 
our sad condition on our fathers: “‘But every one 
shall die for his own iniquity: every man that 
eateth the sour grapes, his teeth shall be set on 
edge.”’ It is so easy to blame others for our sins. 
Each one is personally responsible: every one of us 
shall give account of himself to God: each one has 
to repent. 


2. The New Covenant. 


(1) The Covenant made with Israel in the day 
that God brought them out of .Egypt, was written 
on stone, and other materials. It was soon broken. 
The Israelites, under Aaron, were making the gol- 
den calf even while Moses was on the Mount re- 
ceiving the commandments of God. They constantly 
broke this covenant and disobeyed the commands 
of God. This continued disobedience led to the cap- 
tivity. 


(2) God promises that the New Covenant shall 
be written in their hearts: “I will put my law in 
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts.’ 
“This is the blood of the New Covenant,” said our 
Saviour, as He took the wine and gave it to the 
Disciples. In Verse 34 we have one of those beau- 
tiful prophecies about the “latter days.’’ God will 
not allow His Plan to fail. If we do not repent, 
others will, and the Feast will be furnished with 
guests, even though.we do not accept the Great 
Invitation. All the true Israel of God will be saved. 


Some Question For Thought 
And Discussion 


What is the only way Social Reform can be ac- 
complished? How much influence has Heredity and 
Environment upon us? Can we blame our sins on 
our fathers? On our surroundings? Is it not easier 
to live close to God on the plateau with Abram than 
in the city of Sodom with Lot? 
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Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For December 
Dec. 4: Jesu, Chisus, Or Jesus 


Introduction 


No matter in what language you say it Jesus 
Christ is the universal Saviour who speaks to the 
hearts of men, and this living Christ speaks to all 
the hearts of all peoples through His Word, the 
Bible. This Bible has been translated into over a 
thousand tongues, and as each man reads the Word 
in his own language the living Christ speaks from 
the words of the Book to the heart of man. 


This program falls on Universal Bible Sunday 
and is designed to familiarize your group with the 
work of the American Bible Society in translating 
the Bible into all the languages of the world and in 
distributing the Bible to all the lands of the world. 


In Presbyterian Youth the program material is 
presented and a short order of closing worship is 
given. For the study of this topic you should follow 
the program as outlined, and in using the closing 
order of worship the Scripture passage, Ephesians 
4:1-6, should be studied and not merely read and 
passed over hurriedly. Let us then see something of 
the truth and implications of that passage. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Ephesians 4:1-6 


1. Our Christian Responsibility 
Verses 1-3 


(a) Our High Calling. Verse 1. Paul here urges 
his fellow Christians to live lives that are worthy of 
the high calling to which they have been called 
when they heard the call of Christ in the Gospel 
and answered it. But what is this call? Where does 
it lead? It is not for you or me to say, it is not for 
the preacher to say. There are many voices out in 
the world that seek to tell us, and as they speak 
they do point to many good things that need to be 
done. Only as we hear the Spirit of the living God 
speaking to us through the clear Word of God, our 
Holy Bible, can we know what that high ealling is. 
We are called to a life worthy of Christ and full of 
service to Him, but apart from the reliable Book 
we can not know what that calling is. 


(b) Our Spiritual and Moral Characteristics. 
Verse 2. As we seek to walk worthy of our calling 
the going will be tough, the world is not going to 
meekly bow down to make a bed of roses upon 
which we can rest. To accomplish what God wants 
us to do in this world we must have humility, 
gentleness, patience and meekness. But these char- 
acteristics are not native to the human heart, and 
in this world of competition and strife they are not 
the manly virtues that men feel will conquer the 
world. How do we know God will back such char- 
acteristics and make them effective? How can we 
truly cultivate such characteristics? Only as we live 
close to the Word of God and see the ways of God 
with man and the ways of God in His world can we 
vse bring forth Christian characteristics in our 
ives. 


(c) Our Mutual Duty. Verse 3. As we come into 
contact with Christians all over the world we sud- 


denly discover that we are united as one in Christ 
by the Spirit of God, and when we have made that 
discovery God lays upon us the responsibility of 
maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. But how can we? Does that mean we must 
go forth and join up with any and everybody who 
claims to be Christian or who is seeking to do things 
in the world that are good in the light of the 
Christian ethic? No, real unity is a work of the 
Spirit of God. It is to be maintained, not manu- 
factured. It is to be convincing demonstration, not 
a doctrine. But to maintain and demonstrate this 
unity we must mold it and direct it according to 
the Word of God. Men become Christians by re- 
ceiving the Word of God, and men unite as Chris- 
tians when they unite according to the Word of 
God. Thus we see that no matter what language a 
man may speak, to fulfill his calling in Christ and 
work in unity with other Christians he must receive 
and obey the Word of God, and when he ceases to 
follow the Word of God the unity has been broken 
and his calling missed. 


2. Our Christian Relationships 
Verses 4-6 


In the next verses Paul points out the vital re- 
lationships of a Christian, and these relationships 
are horizontal, our relationship to other Christians; 
and vertical, our relationships to God. And ours is 
not the task of defining these relationships and es- 
tablishing them. The task of defining and establish- 
ing these relationships is a work of God Himself. 
Let us look at them. 


(a) Our Relationships to Others. Verse 4. There 
is only one body of Christians in the world, and 
that body is composed of all who believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and are indwelt by His Spirit. 
There is only one body and that is the body made 
alive by the work of the one Spirit. As we look over 
the world and see the different peoples whom we 
call brothers in Christ we can truly call them 
brothers only when the Spirit of God has regener- 
ated them and made them vital members of the 
body. Just because a man belongs to some church 
organization does not mean that he thereby is a 
brother and member of the body. It is membership 
in the living organism by the work of the Spirit 
that makes a member of the body. How does a per- 
son become a member of the body, by simply adding 
his name to some church roll and being counted a 
member_of the Christian Church? No, a man be- 
comes a member of the body when the Spirit makes 
him a member by regeneration and the Spirit uses 
the Word of God to do this work. How shall we 
recognize other members of the body of Christ if 
all church members are not necessarily members of 
the body? We can recognize them by the manner in 
which they receive the Word, for those born of 
Christ receive the Word of Christ and we can judge 
them by the fruit they bring forth according to the 
Biblical teaching. We are one with all members who 
have been born again by the Spirit, and men can be 
born of the Spirit only by means of the Word and 
we can recognize them only by the Word. 


(b) Our Relationships to God. Verses 5-6. There 
is only one body that is in deed and in truth the 
Body of Christ, the true Church of the living God, 
because there is only “one Lord, one faith, one 
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baptism, one God and Father of us all.’’ Who is the 
Lord? He is the Lord Jesus Christ who came into 
the world exactly as the Bible said, who did just 
what the Bible said He did, who lives today just as 
the Bible says. If we have a Christ who lacks any- 
thing that the Word of God says of Him, then we 
do not have the “one Lord” but rather we have a 
creation of our own minds. What is the one faith? 
It is the faith once for all delivered to the saints 
and preserved for us in the Bible. When we seek to 
eliminate certain points of that faith or modernize 
on that faith we lose it and have another faith. One 
baptism, what is it? It is the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit of which any mode of water baptism must be 
a symbol or else the Scriptures lie and there are 
two baptisms. But that baptism of the Spirit comes 
by the work of the Spirit of God using the Word of 
God. And one God and Father of us all, but how do 
we come to know God as Father? Only as we re- 
ceive the Lord Jesus Christ as He is presented to us 
in the Word. There is one world-wide faith and 
message, but we can have it only in the Bible. 


Conclusion 


In this program we have seen how the Bible has 
been taken into every land and country on the face 
of the earth and how everywhere it has gone it has 
spoken to the hearts of men in their own language 
and they have called upon Christ in their own lan- 
guage. This is true because the Bible is the living 
Word of God for all men, and by it men are born 
again into the body of Christ, by it men come to 
find their calling in Christ, through it they come to 
recognize their oneness with one another in Christ, 
through it they come to know the real Christ and 
the true God, and apart from it men have some- 
thing that is not of God. When we see how impor- 
tant and far-reaching is the work of the Bible we 
see why God has so richly blessed the spreading of 
the Word and realize anew how closely we must 
follow the Word of God if we are to be Christians, 
grow in knowledge and service, and realize and 
maintain real unity with true believers everywhere. 


Suggestions 


Open the program by following the talks in Pres- 
byterian Youth that tell us how the Bible has gone 
into all the world. Then use the closing program of 
worship, and following the reading of the Scripture 
Lesson have several talks from the group explain- 
ing the implications of the passage, giving a sec- 
tion of the above to each one. Then let the leader 
close by developing the idea suggested in the “Con- 
clusion” above. The implications of this passage are 
far-reaching in our world today with the world-wide 
Christian community striving to be born in our day. 


Dec. 11: God With Us, Immanuel 
Introduction 


Christmas is in the air and already throughout 
Christendom the people of the world are singing 
the Christmas carols, reading the Christmas story, 
and preparing for various kinds of group gather- 
ings during the holiday season. 


AS We again approach the Christmas season we 
need to remember that the heart of the Christmas 
story is that “‘God is with us.’’ The name Immanuel, 
taken from Isaiah and applied to Christ by Mat- 
thew, means “God with Us.”’ In Presbyterian Youth 
this program centers around a pictorial considera- 
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tion of the thought of ‘‘God with Us,” each medi- 
tation emphasizing one of the words. This con- 
sideration is prefaced by a Scripture Lesson taken 
from Isaiah and from Matthew. Again we would do 
well, since so many people who call themselves 
Christians do not accept the simple facts of this 
Scripture Lesson to examine it carefully and study 
something of its meaning. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Isaiah 7:14 & Matthew 1:21 


1. The Person Of Immanuel 


(a) In Prophecy. Isaiah 7:14. When seeking to 
give a sign to the disobedient House of David 
Isaiah prophesied that the Lord Himself would give 
a sign: ‘“‘Behold a Virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a Son.” It is popular today to claim that 
Isaiah did not prophecy of virgin birth because the 
word he used for virgin simply meant a young 
woman of marriageable age and that Isaiah simply 
had some young woman then with child in mind. 
And then it follows that Matthew was mistaken 
when he said that the birth of Jesus fulfilled the 
prophecy. But when we look to the use of the word 
translated ‘‘virgin’”’ in this passage we see that 
whenever it is used in the Old Testament it refers 
to a young woman who would have to be a virgin 
at the time spoken of or the use loses its meaning 
and when the Septuagint Version was translated 
many, many years before the time of Christ the 
Greek word used to translate this passage was the 
word that means “virgin” in just the same way that 
we use the word today. So long before the time of 
<q these words conveyed the. idea of a virgin 

irth. 


(b) In History. Matthew 1:20-21 & Luke 1:26-38. 
In the fulness of time Jesus Christ was born and 
Matthew and Luke declare in clear, simple, literal 
language that Jesus was born of a virgin, and the 
Apostles’ Creed has preserved that historical fact 
as the very essence of Christian faith ever since 
that day. 


2. The Program Of Immanuel 
Matthew 1:21 


When this Immanuel, God with us in the flesh, 
came into the world He did not come to give us a 
good feeling at Christmas, to give us a plan for 
world order, to set an example for us to follow, to 
give us the greatest set of teachings among men. 
He came to save His people from their sin by dying 
for sin on the cross. To those who receive Him, to 
them He gives the power to become the sons\of 
God, even to those who believe on His name. ¥ 


What About The Virgin Birth? 


The heart of our Christmas message is that 
Christ was born of a Virgin to save us,from our 
sins. Recently one of the outstanding preachers of 
America made the statement: “I don’t believe in 
‘the Virgin Birth and I don’t know of any intelli- 
gent Christian minister who does.’”’ And a minis- 
terial friend of mine who quotes the Apostles’ 
Creed every Sunday in his church service said to 
me: “The Virgin Birth is not important. You may 
accept it or reject it, but following the ideals of 
Jesus is the important thing and as long as you do 
that you are a Christian no matter what you think 
of Jesus.” 


What about it, this is the prevailing attitude in 
many parts of the Church today, is it true? Does it 
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matter? Is it essential to a real Christian faith? Is 
it not true that “‘God is with us” if Christ was born 
of a virgin, but that God is not with us in any dif- 
ferent way than He is with us in other people if 
Christ be not virgin born? No man can be neutral, 
we must decide. But we don’t know any Virgin-born 
people, is not this Bible story just myth and folk- 
lore like so many other miracle tales in other re- 
ligions? 


Why We Believe In The 
Virgin Birth 


I stand every Sunday morning in the midst of 
that long procession extending from the time of 
Christ until the present and declare: “I believe in 
Jesus Christ, born of the Virgin Mary.” Do I do 
this simply because mother told me to, or the 
Church? Do I do like a preacher friend of mine 
who says that it is mere figurative language that 
defines the religious area of life? No, I declare it 
because I have examined the evidence and have 
been convinced that Christ was born of a Virgin. 
Along what lines have I evidence? 


(1) I believe that Jesus Christ was born of the 
Virgin because of the witnesses who testify that 
He was. Matthew and Luke have proved themselves 
to be credible and true witnesses who give inde- 
pendent accounts that gained immediate acceptance 
among those who could prove the truth or false- 
hood of their records. They did not get their ideas 
from Jewish sources for the Jews were not expect- 
ing the Messiah that way, they did not take their 
material from pagan sources for their accounts are 
free of all myth and useless miracle so typical of 
pagan accounts, and they did not get it from within 
themselves for their whole personalities were un- 
prepared for such events. 


(2) I believe that Jesus Christ was born of the 
Virgin because of the prophecy concerning it. Isa- 
iah 7:14 and Micah 5:2 give definite prophecies 
that indicate a Virgin Birth and throw light on 
many other prophecies concerning the coming Mes- 
siah. When these two prophecies are considered in 
the context of the whole Old Testament picture of 
the Coming One they present a clear picture that 
was exactly fulfilled in Christ even though there 
was not one chance in an infinite number of chances 
that even part of the picture could be fulfilled. Cer- 
tainly this shows the hand of God in preparing us 
for the Virgin Birth so that no one can say it was 
dreamed up after Christ’s life and death. 


(3) I believe that Jesus Christ was born of the 
Virgin because of its importance to Bible truth. 
Christ conquered the world through the preaching 
of those who founded their whole faith in a cruci- 
fied, risen Saviour upon the fact that He had been 
God in Christ, born of a Virgin, and therefore free 
from original sin and qualified to bear away the 
sins of the world. 


(4) I believe that Jesus Christ was born of the 
Virgin because of the character of the One whose 
birth is so described. Christ is the dividing point of 
history, all history moves up to Him and away from 
Him. All men—Christian and non-Christian alike— 
see in Him the greatest character of all time. This 
character could not have been the invention of the 
men who wrote of Him, for they would be greater 
than He, and they could not have so created Him 
had they tried; and had they tried the early Church 
would have rejected their obvious fraudulent ef- 
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A detailed description of black nunnery in Bristol. » 
Twenty-four great chapters. Margaret Shepherd, escaped + 
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breaking story and learn the truth concerning convent , 
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forts. This character really lived, and the laws of 
development of ordinary men can not explain His 
presence in the world nor have these same laws pro- 
duced another like Him. He stands alone. It seems 
natural, normal and expected that an unusual super- 
natural birth is the explanation of such a character. 


Conclusion 


Thus we see that it is not a matter of indiffer- 
ence whether we accept or reject the Virgin Birth. 
If Christ be Virgin-born we have “God with Us” in 
a real and complete sense. If Christ be not Virgin- 
born we do not have God with us except in the 
same partial and confused sense that He is with all 
men. If Christ be Virgin-born we have an authori- 
tative Bible, a sufficient Saviour, a divinely ac- 
cepted sacrifice, a true Church, and. a victorious 
religion. If Christ be not Virgin-born we have just 
another religion founded on a few great insights 
set within a framework of superstition, falsehood, 
partial insight amid a groping after truth, and all 
no better than other religions and with no assur- 
ance of divine blessing. To be Christian let’s weigh 
the evidence and triumphantly affirm what we be- 
lieve of the God who is greater than biology. 


Suggestions 


Follow the outline in Presbyterian Youth but 
insert this study of the Scripture Lesson just be- 
fore the pictures and talks. Let a different person 
present each section of the Scripture Lesson, and 
then have a talk on “What About The Virgin 
Birth?”’ by the leader. This should be followed by 
one person presenting the four reasons why we be- 
lieve, or a different one presenting each one, and 
then the leader can close by presenting the Con- 
clusion above and introducing the talks on “God 
With Us.” 


The Meaning Of The Cross 


The cross is an “I” crossed out—and the Cross 
of Christ means death to self. A man who was 
afraid to testify in publie said, “‘I’d die first.” 
That is what we must do! It means conflict, 
struggle, agony, for we die hard. It may mean 
being misunderstood in school, in business, at home. 
The world will think us queer and our conduct 
strange. (I Peter 4:4) We have read of two girls, 
lately converted from life of worldliness, who 
answered an invitation to a dance by saying, “We 
are dead and can’t come!” It was a Scriptural 
answer! Vance Havner, in Great Gospel Sermons 
(Revell). 
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The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinsen. D.D. 
Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur, Ga. 


Q. 36. What are the benefits which in this life do 
accompany or flow from justification, adoption, and 
sanctification? 


A. The benefits which in this life do accompany 
or flow from justification, adoption and sanctifica- 
tion, are: Assurance of God’s love, peace of con- 
science, joy in the Holy Ghost, increase of grace, 
and perseverance therein to the end. 


A good Bible commentary on this answer is found 
in Romans 5:1-11; and 8:26-39. When we come to 
God in Christ we find Him the gracious Father 
whose hands are always overflowing with kindnesses 
to us. 


The Holy Spirit sheds abroad the love of God in 
our hearts when we fix our eyes on Christ, the gift 
of God’s love. All about us there are the sick, the 
needy, the hurt. Pain, sorrow, accidents, are every- 
where. In the changing experiences of life we need 
to keep ourselves in the love of God. Luther asked 
but one thing to live by: the certainty that God was 
gracious and merciful toward him. This assurance 
may not come to everyone at once. One can be a 
Christian believer without being entirely sure that 
he is. But as we keep looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith God gives us a sure faith 
in Him. 

“Then I began to give place to the Word, which, 
with power, did over and over make this joyful 
sound within my soul, Thou are my love, thou art 
my Love; and nothing shall separate thee from my 
love: and with that Roman’s 8:39 came into my 
mind. Now was my heart filled with comfort and 
hope, now I could believe that my sins should be 
forgiven me. Yea I was so taken up with the love 
and mercy of God, I could not tell how to contain 
till I got home. I think I could have spoken of His 
love and of His mercy to me, even to the very crows 
that sat upon the ploughed land before men, had 
they been capable to have understood me.”’ (Bun- 
yan). 


And from the same look come peace of consci- 
ence. Every one of us knows that he is responsible 
for his sins. And the only way to gain a sense of 
forgiveness is to trust in the Lamb of God who 
took our responsibilities and answered for our sins 
on Calvary. For His sake the Father forgives us and 
gives us peace in our consciences. 


Look, Father, look on His anointed face, 
And only look on us as found in Him; 
Look not on our misusings of Thy grate, 
Our prayers so languid, and our faith so dim; 
For lo! between our sins and their reward 
We set the Passion of Thy Son our Lord. 


The Christian loses his love for the pleasures of 
this world, he is the man who has true joy. God has 
made us for Himself and our hearts are restless 
until they rest in Him. The kingdom of God is not 
meat and drink, but love and peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. When we sin we grieve the Holy Spirit, 
but our prayer of confession is: ‘“‘Take not Thy 
Holy Spirit from me; restore unto me the joy of 
thy salvation.’’ As He stood in the shadow of the 
Cross, Christ prayed that His joy might be in His 


disciples and that their joy might be full. Paul 
wrote from a Roman prison: Rejoice in the Lord 
always and again I say rejoice. 


The story is told of an aged minister who re- 
ceived a letter containing a check for $50.00 and 
a statement, “more to follow.”’ Some day later an- 
other letter, exactly similar and others of the same 
nature. When God gives us one gift of His grace 
He always adds this note, “more to follow.” We 
have so far received only the down payment, the 
earnest of the Holy Spirit. When people buy an ex- 
pensive property they generally pay only a part, a 
small first part and then gradually the balance. God 
has given us only a portion of the grace and bless- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. He will continue to give us 
more and more of His blessings. In Pilgrim’s Pro- 
gress there is a picture of a fire on which Satan is 
continually pouring water and yet ever and again 
the fire leaps up more brightly. On the other side 
of the wall Pilgrim sees the Holy Spirit ever and 
again pouring oil on the fire. By grace of the Spirit, 
by the keeping power of God we are preserved in 
the Christian faith. Our Lord says that He knows 
His sheep and gives them eternal life and that no 
one is able to take them out of His hand. We are 
kept through faith unto salvation. ° 


TANGLED LIVES 


It is no good to say to some people, “Believe, 
believe.”’ People need somebody’s fingers to unravel 
the knots, to untie and straighten things out; and 
who is to do it? Those whose whole life has been 
cursed from their very birth, they are handicapped 
in their very blood, and who is to deliver them? 
Can anybody do it? Is there no God who can do it? 
Listen, the fingers that weave the rainbow into a 
scarf and wrapped it around the shoulders of the 
dying storm, the fingers that painted the lily-bell 
and threw out the planets, the fingers that were 
dipped in the mighty sea of eternity and shook out 
on this old planet, making the ocean to drop and 
the rivers to stream—the same fingers can take 
hold on these tangled lives and can make them 
whole again, for He came to make the crooked 
straight, and the rough places plain. Blessed be 
God, Jesus can do for Matthew what nobody else 
can, and He can do for you, my brother, what your 
friends cannot do. He can take the desire for drink 
out of you; He can cure the love of gambling that 
is eating the soul out of you; He can put out the 
fires of lust that are burning in your being and con- 
suming you by inches; He can take the devil of 
lying out of you, the devil of cheating out of you, 
of fraud out of you, of hypocrisy out of you, Jesus 
can do what nobody else can; the preacher cannot, 
the Church cannot; but the Lord Jesus, who loves 
you, is mighty to save. Gipsy Smith, in Great 
Gospel Sermons (Revell). 


WEIGHTED DOWN 


Church members in too many cases are like deep 
sea divers, encased in the suits designed for many 
fathoms deep, marching bravely to pull out plugs 
in bath tubs. Peter Marshall, in Mr. Jones, Meet 
The Master (Revell). | 
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Woman’s Work 


REMEMBER 


OrPHANS’ HoMES WEEK 
November 20-27 


The Testimony Of A Tither 


Life’s decisions do not come in a single day, nor 
a single hour, but gradually as life’s circumstances 
unfold. Some habits of Christian training we bring 
to our homes from the homes of our childhood. 
Others we grow into as our life becomes enriched 
spiritually. Not many years ago I made my personal 
decision to tithe, no longer waiting for such a 
family step t68 be taken. In this, women can be 
independent, for each of us has something of her 
own, given or earned. 


In tithing the greatest value to me is the sense 
of obedience it gives. Just as a little child feels 
good when he is obedient, so we feel in harmony 
when we are obedient to our Heavenly Father. One 
of John’s great lessons is that if faith is not 
obedient it is not true faith. There is no special 
virtue in tithing apart from obedience. Those who 
brag of it or even speak of it dissipate the force 
it gives to life when quietly and secretly practiced. 


Tithing itself is only basic and a step toward 
that fuller, freer giving, joyously and completely, 
of self and resources. The mature Christian should 
feel all that he has is to be treated with a sense of 
stewardship; that every investment made in home 
and family and social activities should be made 
with the Lord’s approval and His blessing. Then 
the joy of giving flows out to sending all of the 
$10 birthday gift to Thornwell instead of just the 
tenth. (I have a November birthday!) One year I 
had the joyous experience of giving all that I 
made as a supply teacher to the current expenses. 
My largest check was received February first— 
foreign missions! 


I cherish for each woman of the Church the 
experience of obedient faith as she proves herself 
= to every command. —A Joyous Christian 

oman. 


A New Chapel In Japan 
By Mrs. W. C. McLauchlin 


It is commonly supposed that when a missionary 
goes to Japan he expects to preach to the Japanese. 
But there are other than Japanese people in that 
island country. So when we found it necessary to 
leave China we crossed the East China Sea and 
went to the city of Kobe in Japan. There we found 
a section of the city occupied by Chinese people 
who were delighted to have some one speak to them 
in their own language and who gave us a warm 
welcome. 


On reaching our shop we met a Mr. Sen from 
Tsingtao, who had been in Japan only a few months. 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


When he found that we had just come from China 
we had so much to talk about it looked like we 
would never get away. The Japan Mission has 
turned over to us a little Street Chapel, not used 
on Sundays except for a Sunday School, so we 
started our service the first Sunday with one man, 
Mr. Sen, from Tsingtao! At the close of the service 
he said, “This has done something to me. I never 
heard anything like it before.” 

The next Sunday it gave us a thrill on reaching 
the Chapel, not only to see Mr. Sen, but Mr. and 
Mrs. Lin with their three attractive children. Mr. 
Sen and Mr. Lin and their families have not missed 
a service since then. 


Now the attendance has trebled! This is real 
pioneer work, not easy for it will have to be line 
upon line, precept upon precept. 


We have at last gotten into the large Chinese 
school here of 1,000 students, and we hope through 
these young people to reach their relatives and 
friends. Some of them are already coming to 
church. The Mission has recently bought a place 
to be used as a permanent center for our work that 
will enable us to have a closer fellowship with the 
Chinese people. 


Opportunities with the Japanese have also come 
to us. A few days ago on the train, in conversa- 
tion with a young Japanese, we learned how his 
father had been killed, his home and business all 
wiped out at one stroke during one of the raids 
over Kobe. | 


“T must find now what is the most important 
thing to put first,” he said, a statement which 
opened up a most interesting conversation. 


We hope to have not only this young person but 
many others in our home where we may throw 
some joy and sunshine into their lives. 


It is our hope that the Japanese church may 
realize the challenging opportunity and definitely 
try to meet the spiritual needs not only of the 
ny but the many Koreans who are here, as 
well. 


. An Old New China 


By Rev. & Mrs. John Minter 


These are interesting and important days in 
China. The dangers of battle are over, even though 
occasional Kwamintang planes come over and bomb 
Shanghai. The People’s Government, as the new 
regime is called, has established order except in 
some country places, and have gone at their job of 
ruling with real enthusiasm and determination. This 
is refreshing to see at some points: no graft or 
favoritism (or a great deal less than formerly at 
least), real discipline and courtesy among the 
army, an announced program of increased welfare 
for the working man and farmer (so far about 
100 per cent unimplemented), a temporary end of 
inflation with an actual decrease in prices and the 
elimination of the speculation bug-bear. There is 
much which disturbs, however: lowering of the 


Page 18 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL _ 


Nov. 15, 1949 


people’s livelihood in that farmers are more heavily 
taxed than formerly and even small business with 
very little income, gradual encrouchments on what 
we would call the individual’s liberty (reporting to 
police every time you spend the night away from 
your home, compulsory attendance at all sorts of 
meetings, loss of right to openly speak against the 
government or participate in an opposition party, 
etc.),. loss of respect for the truth (old line Soviet 
propaganda which twists all to its ends). 


There is an announced policy of freedom of 
religion, but with the reserved right to attack 
religion. They have made it so difficult for some 
churches in the smaller places north of the Yangtze 
that many places of worship have closed. But from 
Peiping, Tsinan, Nanking and Shanghai come re- 
ports of more worshippers than ever before. In 
Soochow, no country church has been forced to 
close and the three city churches of Presbyterian 
origin have more attending church now than 
formerly. There are new converts each month in 
spite of the tide against such an allignment. 


At the Bible School in Soochow things have 
opened up wonderfully for this term. Nineteen of 
last year’s class and fourteen new students have 
gathered under the leadership of a fine staff. 
Peter Tsai is the director and Mrs. Chien a fine 
dean. Elsa Logan teaches in Bible School, and Doris 
Caldwell heads up the children’s program (a com- 
muity free school, half day nursery, and village 
visitation). The Bible School students have classes 
in the mornings and work at various jobs in the 
afternoon: gardening, carpentering, sewing, barber- 
ing, stocking and towel making, etc. This program 
is part of an effort to show to future ministers the 
dignity of labor, to help with their expenses while 
at school, and to teach skills that will help them to 
be partially self-supporting when they go out. It is 
significant that in a time when the new regime is 
taking so many youth, that these young men and 
women are here getting good courses in Bible, 
theology, religious education, etc., together with 
good practical experience in working and living 
together in a Christian community. . 


Many in the United States will get the impression 
that all Americans have been scrambling to get out 
of the country, and that now none are left in 
Communist China. But actually this is not the case. 
There are usually presons leaving Shanghai each 
month, so that the first ship which called there in 
five months was crowded. Of the twenty-four 
missionaries in Soochow (Baptist, Presbyterian, 
and Methodist), eight have left and sixteen re- 
mained. Twenty Southern Presbyterian missionaries 
remain in China. 


These are not easy days in China, and harder 
ones will follow. The Church will not escape the 
fire that is enveloping this land, and that which is 
weak and not bearing fruit will be purged. But we 
have hope and believe still in God. There is still a 
place for the missionary if he can fit into the new 
surroundings, and we hope that missionaries can 
return to continue with these loyal friends of ours 
in furthering the cause of Christ in this old land 
which is so very new these days! 


+ *Evangelistic missionaries in Scoochow, China; 
have returned to this country on furlough. 


Write For Our New 1949-1950 Catalogue 
Of Evangelical Books 
Sent Free On Request 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


=> 


Rev. J. Wayte Fulton New 
Regional Director For Synod 
Of Louisiana 


Rev. J. Wayte Fulton, Pastor of the Royal Oak 
Presbyterian Church in Marion, Va., has accepted 
the call of the Board of Education to become Re- 
gional Director for the Synod of Louisiana. Mr. 
Fulton is from Danville, Va. He is a graduate of 
Davidson College and Union Theological Seminary. 
Before going into the navy chaplaincy in which he 
attained the rank of commander, Mr. Fulton was 
Pastor of Churches at Gloucester, Va., and Bishop- 
ville, S. C. He expects to take up his work in the 
Synod of Louisiana on November 1 and will have 
headquarters in New Orleans, La. 


Dr. W. McS. Buchanan 


Dr. W. McS. Buchanan died October 14 in Santa 
Barbara, Calif. Dr. Buchanan went to Japan as a 
missionary of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., in 
August 1895. He retired in the summer of 1938 
and has been living in California with Mrs. Buchan- 
an. Dr. Buchanan served his Church faithfully and 
well on the mission field for 43 years. The Church 
at home and in Japan is richer and stronger for 
his ministry. Besides Mrs. Buchanan he is survived 
by six children, one of their sons, Rev. Percy 
Buchanan, having been a missionary in Japan, also. 


Presbytery Of Central 
Mississippi 

The Presbytery of Central Mississippi met in 
the French Camp Church on October 18 with 32 
ministers, 32 elders and other visitors attending. 
The Rev. W. S. Boyce preached the Retiring 
Moderator’s Sermon and the new Moderator elected 
was the Rev. Wm. Mansell. The Presbytery united 
with the French Camp Church in the celebration 
of the one-hundredth anniversary of its organiza- 
tion. Mrs. Jim Downing, of the French Camp 
Church, gave an interesting resume of the history 
of the Church reminding the Presbytery of the 
great number of men and women sent forth from 
the Church into full-time or special Christian 
Service. Presbytery reorganized its work in line 
with that of the Assembly. The Rev. Charles Mc- 
Cain was received from Atlanta Presbytery and 
arrangements were made for his installation as 
Pastor of the First Church, Canton. 


The Rev. Robert Woodson, in the Stewardship 
Report, informed the Presbytery that its per capita 
gifts last year to Benevolences made the Presbytery 
6th in the Assembly; also that the Presbytery was 
seventh in per capita gifts to current expenses. 
Local churches were requested to designate one 
Sunday, either in December or January, as French 
Camp Sunday, when the needs and opportunities of 
the School are to be presented. Presbytery re- 
affirmed its approval of the Program of Progress, 
and pledged itself to ‘‘an all out effort to enlist 
every church to meet all goals each year to the 


glory of God.” 


In response to an overture from the session of 
the Central Church, Jackson, local congregations 
were requested to evaluate the book, “Lift Up Your 
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Eyes,” in conjunction with the Education Com- 
mittee of the Presbytery. 


Presbytery adjourned to meet in the Ackerman 
Church on January 17, 1950 


Presbytery Of Winston-Salem 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem met for its 
sixty-second stated meeting at the Glendale Springs 
Church, Glendale Springs, N. C., October 11, 1949, 
with sixteen ministers and 18 Ruling Elders present. 
Zev. E. H. Gartrell, Pastor of the Mocksville 
Church, was elected Moderator, and the Rev. 
Thomas C. Bryan elected permanent clerk pro tem. 


The Rev. Julian Lake, D.D., was received from 
Holston Presbytery and accepted the call from the 
First Presbyterian Church of Winston-Salem, where 
he has already begun his ministry. A commission 
was appointed to install him pastor on the first 
Sunday of November. The Rev. Watt N. Cooper’s 
resignation as pastor of the North Wilkesboro 
Church was accepted and he was dismissed to 
Mecklenburg Presbytery in order that he ma 
acoenam call to the pastorate of the Steele Cree 
Chure 


A most interesting feature of this meeting was 
the dedication of the Glendale Springs Church, 
which is one of the group of Home Mission Churches 
served by the Rev. John W. Luke. The Rev. E. E. 
Gillespie, D.D., who labored in this field for many 
years and took part in the organization of this 
Church, preached the dedicatorial sermon. This 


Church is a brick structure adequate for the needs 


of the growing congregation and reflects great 
credit on the pastor and people who have brought 
the undertaking to completion. 


The next regular meeting of the Presbytery will 
be the winter adjourned meeting to be held January 
17, 1950, at the First Presbyterian at. Thomas- 
ville. 


Presbytery Of Western Texas 


The Presbytery of Western Texas met in stated 
fall session in the First Presbyterian Church, Mc- 
Allen, Tex., on October 18-20, 1949, with fifty-two 
ministers and thirty-three ruling elders attending. 
The Churches at Mission and Edinburg shared in 
the entertainment. 


Rev. M. H. Applewhite was elected moderator; 
Rev. Chas. M. Campbell, temporary clerk; and Rev. 
G. W. Crofoot, reading clerk. 


The following ministers were received: Rev. Geo. 
M. Sullivan, from the Presbytery of Central Texas, 
who is pastor-elect of the San Marcos Church; Rev. 
Chas. G. Bruce, from the Presbytery of Holston, 
who is pastor-elect of the Kenedy Church; Rev. 
Paul C. Edgar, from the Presbytery of Louisville, 
who is pastor-elect of the La Feria Church; and 
Rev. Jones Earl Corwin, honorably retired, from 
the Presbytery of Rock River, U.S.A. 


The Presbytery disapproved the proposed amend- 
ment to Paragraph 74, Book of Church Order, and 
gave its advice and consent to the other proposed 
amendments. 


On Wednesday evening Rev. Jack B. oe, 
Synod’s Director of Religious Education, addresse 
the Presbytery and a congregation of local people 
on the subject, “The Integrating Power Of The 
Teaching Program Of The Church.” 
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Mr. Ralph E. Minker, Campaign Director, ad- 
dressed the Presbytery in the interest of the Sy- 
nodical Campaign to raise $750,000.00 for the pur- 
chase and improvement of the Presbyterian Mo- 
Ranch Assembly Grounds, near Hunt, Tex., which 
has replaced Westminster Encampment, Kerrville, 
Tex., as Synod’s conference grounds. 


An Ad Interim Committee was appointed to bring 
recommendations to the stated winter meeting re- 
garding the reorganization of Presbytery’s agencies 
in the light of the action of the 1949 General As- 
sembly, together with any necessary revision of 
Presbytery’s standing rules. 


The next stated meeting will be held in the 
Woodlawn Presbyterian Church, Corpus Christi, 
Tex., January 10, 1950, 2:00 P.M. 

T. H. Pollard, Stated Clerk. 


Synod Of North Carolina 
Reidsville First 

On Sunday night, October 23, Hillview Presby- 
terian Church was organized with 66 charter mem- 
bers by a commission of Orange Presbytery, con- 
sisting of Rev. M. S. Huske, chairman, of Reids- 
ville; Dr. E. E. Gillespie, Dr. T. H. Patterson, of 
Greensboro; Dr. J. O. Mann, of Charlotte; Rev. C. 
W. Solomon, of Fayetteville, with elders S. W. Hill, 
P. D. Hastings, and W. M. Oliver. This organization 
is the result of an outpost Sunday School started 
on April 27, 1947, in a three room log cabin. The 
Sunday School grew rapidly and is now housed in a 
beautiful building costing $6,000, which is almost 
for. 


The First Presbyterian Church of Reidsville 
through a committee of laymen sponsored this out- 
post Sunday School. Services were held twice a 
month. On one Sunday evening each month, Rev. 
M. S. Huske conducted the service and on other 
occasions various laymen from the church held 
the service. 


The location of the work was a result of a 
survey made by Miss Rosana Barnes of the Synod’s 
office of Religious Education. 


Assembly's Training School 


The Junior Class of the Assembly’s Training 
School, Richmond, Va., elected three representatives 
on the Student Council on Wednesday as follows: 
Genevieve Anderson, Pontotoc, Miss.; Margery Mal- 
lard, Tampa, Fla.; and Laura Sanford, Henderson- 
ville, N. C. 


Miss Anderson is a graduate of Belhaven College, 
Jackson, Miss., where she was president of the 
Student Christian Association, and won the faculty- 
student award as the outstanding senior. She is 
listed in *“‘Who’s Who in American Colleges and 
Universities,”” and has had experience as a teacher, 
a director of Religious Education, and director of 
a weekday Church Kindergarten. 


Miss Mallard graduated cum laude in 1949 from 
Florida State University. She was elected to Phi 
Beta Kappa, Mortar Board, and is listed in *“‘Who’s 
Who.” She took active leadership in campus organ- 
izations and in local church activities. 


Miss Sanford, a graduate of Queens College, 
Charlotte, N. C., was a member of the Student 
Council, and on the cabinet of the Student Chris- 


tian Association. She won the Presser Music 
Scholarship and has had experience in teaching 
public school music and as junior choir director in 
local Churches. 


Other members of the Student Council this ses- 
sion are: Miss Ma#y Stuart Hatch, Charlotte, N. C., 
president; Miss Neva Delgado, Tampa, Fla., vice- 
president; Miss Marian Fisk, Atlanta, Ga., secre- 
tary; and Miss Elizabeth Mattison, Columbia, S. C., 
treasurer. 


Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 


Fifth Church, Springfield, Ill., Rev. Roy A. Kale, 
minister. A Visitation-Preaching Campaign was 
held on October 2-16, when Rev. John C. Ramsay, 
Evangelist-At-Large, Presbyterian Church, U. §&., 
directed and preached. 22 lay members, who 
participated after instruction, made a total of 112 
visits with the ministers. World Communion Sunday 
was observed on October 2 and Christian Home 
Sunday was held Octobér 16. Over 70 either signed 
decision cards or came forward for membership, a 
majority being by profession of faith. 22 infants 
or small children were baptized. 14 signed the 
family altar covenant. 18 signed tithing cards. In 
this city, which boasts of the largest Presbyterian 
constituency for it’s size in the U.S.A. Church, the 
last Sunday was reserved for all those signing to 
join, when a picture was taken of both the baptized 
infants and people joining, making an impressive 
sight, after the dismissal of the congregation which 
taxed the capacity of the sanctuary. This campaign 
under the leadership of Rev. Ramsey, of Tex., has 
brought new life and a great impetus to this 
Church. 


Presbytery Of Enoree 


The Presbytery of Enoree met in Greer, S. C., 
on October 11, 1949. Present 20 ministers and 35 
ruling elders. Officers: Dr. John McSween, Modera- 
tor, and Rev. Fred J. Harmon, temporary clerk. 


Received: Rev. Clyde F. Foushee from Memphis 
Presbytery to become pastor of Second Presby- 
terian Church in Spartanburg, S. C. 


Dismissed: Rev. Charles H. Brown to El] Paso 
Presbytery to become #astor of the First Church, 
Leveland, Tex. 


The Pastoral relations were dissolved between 
Rev. Charles H. Brown and the Powell Presbyterian 
Church. 


Answer to Assembly’s Recommendations: 
Answered all ammendments to Book of Church 
Order in affirmative. 


The next stated meeting will be held at Duneafi 
Presbyterian Church, Greenville, S. C., January 
10, 1950. 


Heard Missionary address on China by the Rev. 
E. H. Hamilton. —J. Phillips Noble, Stated Clerk. 


Synod Of Arkansas 


The Synod of Arkansas will meet in adjourned 
session in the Second Pres'yterian church, Little 
Rock, Ark., at 11:00 A.M., Tuesday, Nov. 29, 1949. 
This being an adjourned meeting, any business can 
be transacted. But the special business contem- 
plated is the readjustment of the Presbyteries of 
Synod. —John T. Barr, Sr., Stated Clerk, 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Calvin’s Institutes. Vol. I, Vol. Il. Published by 
Wm. B. Eerdman’s Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. Price: 
$9.00 for the two volumes. Next to the Bible the 
Reformed Christian prizes Calvin’s “Institutes of 
The Christian Religion.” It is a veritable storehouse 
of sound biblical interpretation. It has never failed 
to open new vistas to all who have read its teach- 
ings seriously. 


Scholars have vied with each other in heaping 
praise on the Institutes. Stefan Zweig has told us: 
“The Institutes is one of the ten or twenty books 
in the world of which we may say without exaggera- 
tion that they have determined the course of history 
and have changed the face of Europe. It was the 
most important deed of the Reformation after 
Luther’s translation of the Bible, and immediately 
began to influence Calvin’s contemporaries by its 
unanswerable logic and resolute constructiveness 
—qualities which make its influence decisive.” Dr. 
B. B. Warfield expressed his appraisal of the 
Institutes in this sentence: “What Thuecidides is 
among Greeks, or Gibson among 18th century 
historians, what Plato is among philosophers or the 
Iliad among epics, or Shakespeare among dramatics, 
that Calvin’s Institutes is among theological treat- 
ises.”” Dr. Warfield also pointed out that it was 
the Institutes that gave stability to wavering minds, 
confidence to sinking hearts, and “placed upon the 
lips of all a brilliant apology in the face of the 
enemies of the Reformation.” 


Eerdman’s Publishing Company has ineluded with 
this set the classic “Literary History of Calvin’s 
Institutes” by Dr. B. B. Warfield, and also a 
magnificent introduction by Professor John Murray 
of Westminster Theological Seminary. Here Dr. 
Murray warns us that “however highly we assess 
Calvin’s exegetical talents and product, his em- 
inence as an exegete must not be allowed to over- 
shadow what was, after all, his greatest gift. He 
was par excellance a theologian. It was his systema- 
tizing genius preeminently that equipped him for 
the prosecution and completion of his masterpiece.” 
We also concur in Professor Murray’s opinion that 
as we bring our understanding upon our reading 
of the Imstitutes, ‘“‘we shall immediately discover 
the profound sense of the Majesty of God, venera- 
tion for the word of God, and the jealous care for 
faithful exposition and systematiZation which were 
such marked features of the author.” 


Ordinarily, a Sreviewer would not recommend 
such a treatise to laymen. We have no hesitation 
in urging growing Christian laymen to purchase 
this book. Each time we loaned this set to thought- 
ful laymen we received the warmest appreciation 
from them. We earnestly hope that many of our 
people will be led to acquire this treasury of theo- 
logical literature. — John R. Richardson. 


This Book May Be Purchased From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“The High Points of Calvinism.” By Bastian 
Kruithof. Published by Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Michigan. Price $1.50. The pastor of the 
First Reformed Church of Holland, Michigan, gives 
us in this volume a series of sermons on the card- 
inal points of Calvinism. In addition to “the five 


points,” we have an opening message on “The © 


Burning Heart,” and a closing discourse on “The 


Christian World and Life View.” Each of these 
messages are presented in language adapted to the 
understanding of laymen. This book will dispel the 
false notion that Calvinism is a “frigid religion.” 
It will inculcate the great truth that Calvinism is 
correctly represented in its crest which displays 
“‘a burning heart held in an extended hand.”” —John 
R. Richardson. 


“What About Smoking?” By C. Aubrey Hearn. 

Published by School and College Service, Station 
B. Columbus, Ohio. A brief, common-sense discus- 
sion on the use of tobacco. It presents factual 
evidence against smoking. This evidence should be 
of value both to smokers and non-smokers. This 
little book is readable, well documented, and logical. 
The facts are presented so any reader can make an 
intelligent decision about smoking. It should prove 
valuable to parents and educators as well as young 
people. 


“Sincerely, In Him.” By Marcus Rieke. Wartburg 
Press, 57 East Main Street, Columbus 15, Ohio. 
Price $1.50. There are eight chapters in this book 
which represent the summary of informal group 
discussions beside a campfire. All deal with spiritual 
— This Lutheran pastor knows the mind of 
youtn. 


“The Cause and Cure of War.” By Margaret 
Mahaffey. Published by Christopher Publishing 
House, Boston 20, Mass. Price $2.00. Miss Mahaf- 
fey emphasizes that the important thing is the 
quest for God-consciousness as the first weapon for 
peace. 


“Passport to Heaven.” By Del W. Frederic. 
Published by Christopher Publishing House, Boston 
20, Mass. Price $2.25. The author is a consultant 
and analyst in many lines of business and personal 
affairs. He believes that problems are blessings in 
disguise. 


“Junior Hi Kit.”” Volume 6. By Clyde M. Allison. 
Published by Westminster Press, Witherspoon 
Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. Price $2.50. This kit 
contains thirty-one detailed programs in the area 
of faith and life, stewardship, Christian fellowship, 
and Christian outreach. It also carries a manual for 
sponsors for this age group. 


“Youth Fellowship Kit.”” Volume 7. By Clyde M. 
Allison. Published by Westminster Press, Wither- 
spoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. Price $3.00. 
This volume programs and topics for young people. 
Some of these programs are helpful, some are 
superficial, and others will be out of place in a 
Southern Presbyterian church. 


“The Bible And Human Rights.”’ By Kathleen W. 
McArthur. Published by The Woman’s Press, 600 
Lexington Avenue, New York, N. Y. Price $2.00. 
A study of the President’s Civil Rights’ Report. It 
also includes chapters on the United Nations’ De- 
claration of Human Rights. The author is a con- 
sultant to the Economies and Social Council of the 
United Nations. 


“David Brainerd.”’ By Oswald J. Smith. Published 
by the People’s Press, 100 Bloor, East, Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada. Price $1.00. This is a study of 
David Brainerd’s inspiring diary. It includes a 
record of his great spiritual experiences. It is a 
fascinating story of David Brainerd, the missionary 
to the American Indians. It shows how he was 
wholly yielded to the will of God and what God did 
for him in a short lifetime of less than thirty years. 
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This material compiled from Brainerd’s personal 
diary will challenge and inspire everyone who reads 
it. 

“Life And Teachings of Jesus.”’ By T. Franklin 
Miller. Published by Warner Press, Anderson, Ind. 
Cloth: $1.50. Paper: $ .75. The author has written 
this book to help those who teach boys and girls. 
It makes no claim of dealing with the problems 
which are presented in a critical study of the life of 
Jesus. It aims to give a brief overview of that life 
and of the teachings of Jesus, more to introduce 
the teacher to the interesting and rewarding ex- 
perience which a critical and detailed study would 
bring than to close the door to such an experience. 


“Victory Over Suffering.’’ By William Goulooze. 
Published by Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich. Price $2.00. Victory over Suffering is a 
seminary professor’s story of his victory of faith 
and prayer over disease and suffering. Clustered 
around this story are hundreds of testimonies of 
others who have had similar experiences. This is a 
gift book for the sick, the suffering, the aged, the 
infirm, the sorrowing, and the bereaved. Its mission 
is one of comfort. 


“Lift Up Your Eyes.”’ By Lewis J. Sherrill. Pub- 
lished by John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. Price 
$1.00. This is a report to the churches on the 
Religious Education Re-Study. It is a thoroughgoing 
re-examination of the program of religious educa- 
tion in our Church. It analyzes our Church’s basic 
philosophy of Religious Education and principles 
around which our present program is built. It gives 
a critical survey of the content of our program to 
discover neglected areas and emerging needs that 
must be brought into our program in the future. 
Dr. Sherrill and his colleagues have done a good 
work assembling this material. Occasionally, there 
is evidence of confusion in theological views. For 
example, on page 101, it seems that the universal 
Fatherhood of God and brotherhood of man are 
set forth instead of the New Testament doctrine 
of brotherhood in Christ. The book shows careful 
preparation and is commended to our Church for 
study. 


“Let Youth Praise Him!’ Published by Wm. B. 
Eerdman’s Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $1.50. A new picture hymnal for schools, 
Sunday Schools, and Christian homes. This book is 
sponsored by the National Union of Christian 
Schools. It is a distinctive hymnal for Primary 
and Junior grades and meets high standards of 
doctrinal soundness. 


“A Treasury of Daily Prayers.”’ Published by Wm. 
B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Price $1.00. A little treasury of meditative 
gems is translated from an old classic which has 
enjoyed long popularity both in the German and in 
the translation. This book creates a _ prayerful 
attitude. It is an incentive to holy consecration. 


“The Efficient Church Officer.”’ By Eugene 
Dinsmore Dolloff. Published by Fleming H. Revell 
and Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, 
N. Y. Price $2.00. This book is for deacons, 
finance officers, Sunday School teachers, superin- 
tendents, directors of music, chairmen of commit- 
tees, keepers of the records, and those in charge of 
flowers. Their duties and problems are carefully 
analyzed in order that they may better serve their 
church and community. Such a volume should lead 
church officers to devote more of their time and 
energies in the service of Christ and the church. 


“The Book of Exodus.” By Charles R. Erdman. 
Published by Fleming H. Revell & Company, 158 
Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Price $1.75. Dr. 
Erdman shows that in Exodus we have the record 
of one of the most significant and dramatic event: 
in history: the deliverance of Israel from Egypt. 
Dr. Erdman says that the Book of Exodus is not 
only a book of history but is also a handbook of 
religion: “Its story of redemption and its directions 
for a redeemed people relate it vitally to the theme 
of the entire Bible, which may be stated as the 
Revelation of redemption through Christ in order 
to bring about the final establishment of-the King- 
dom of God on earth.” 
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“Our Christian Heritage.’””’ By J. K. Van Baalen. 
Published by Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $4.50. Our Christian 
Heritage is an exposition of the Apostles’ Creed, 
the —Ten Commandments, and the Lord’s Prayer. 
The author believes that “Christianity is a faith to 
be believed, a life to be lived, and prayer to be 
offered for Christians to believe that faith and to 
live that life.”” This book gives us the abc’s of our 
Christian heritage. It is written in an illuminating 
style that has characterized the author’s other 
books. Pastors, Sunday School teachers, and Chris- 
tian workers would find this volume a storehouse 
of information and suggestions of a practical! 
nature. 


“Toward The Great Awakening.”’ By Sidney W. 
Powell. Published by Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. Price $2.00. Dr. Powell is pastor 
of the Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass. Throughout 
his ministry he has majored in evangelistic work 
and enjoyed remarkable success in both his own 
church and those in which he has been invited to 
hold series of services. He believes that our own 
generation needs a spiritual awakening to steady it. 
He stresses the fact that evangelism is ‘“‘the climax 
of all Christian endeavor.’’ This book shows what 
evangelism can do for the individual church and 
for the world. He tells us, “‘The strongest argumen' 
for evangelism is that there is no substitute for it.” 


“The Sign of A Child.”” By William Allen Knight. 
Published by W. A. Wilde Company, 131 Clarendon 
Street, Boston, Mass. Price $1.00. The Sign of a 
Child climaxes the author’s widely welcomed little 
books which began with The Song of our Syrian 
Guest. Dr. Knight has a wide acquaintance with the 
Holy Land, and in this latest book he has pictured 
the crowning drama there enacted—the story of 
the Christ-child. 


What Price Socialism? 


“England is doomed to great disaster if it con- 
tinues on the way it is going. Its Socialistic pro- 
gram is taking away the spur to the inventiveness 
of the British mind and the opportunity for profit 
that enabled Britain to support 45 million people 
with no natural riches other than its intellectual! 
wealth. To give a minimum to everybody will pul! 
all down to one level.” 


John Foster Dulles to Irvin Foos 
of the North American 
Newspaper Alliance. 
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“The best summary of the Bible in story form 
that is anywhere available.” 
—Christianity Today 
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J Now in a beautiful new edition, restyled with all 
new type, with all new striking colored illustrations 
by Dirk Gringhuis, and revised and enlarged to 
732 pages, including a complete Index of Nomes and 
Pronunciation Guide, The Child’s Story Bible stands 
out as the very finest Bible story book obtainable 
for the home and school. 

This complete Bible narrative gives in 
simple, dignified language a clear under- 
standing of the trend ae purpose of the Beautiful New Restyled Edition 
stories. Written with illuminating details Larger Type, 715 Pages 
in colorful, personal style, the stories are 

E told with scrupulous fidelity to the Bible A New Pictures in Full Color! 


and are heartily approved by pastors, psy- S . e - 
chologists, and educators everywhere. ame Price S33.905 


OF “No book has appeared in this generation that could be more useful in home and church life, 
than Vos’ Child’s Story Bible. It is without a peer.’—Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Evangelical “The presentation is thoroughly reverent and evangelical.’ —Walther League Messenger 


BOOKS “The author has a clear, direct way of telling her stories and of explaining gently and sensibly 
the portions which are usually difficult for the child’s mind to grasp.” —Christian Monitor 
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